
Take a College Tour 

Schedule the visit if possible! Most college websites have a link for you to sign up for the 

“Information Session and Tour”. Be sure to do that as soon as you have your dates. Arrive early, 

well dressed and alert. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, many colleges are offering virtual 

tour options through their website, these can be just as informative and explored from the 

comfort of your home! 

Be Prepared – Research the University before you go! Look at their programs, faculty-student 

ratio, professors vs. teaching assistants, number of students in a class, cost of tuition, cost of 

everything else, study abroad programs, on-line classes, educational mission, sports, community 

service programs, sorority/fraternity system, arts/theater, how they utilize their city as a 

classroom, dorm life, safety, career placement center. If you can’t find this information on the 

website…make sure you ask! 

Read While You Wait – Grab a copy of the school newspaper or magazine and read about what 

is going on at the campus. This will help you to ask more targeted questions. Make sure you 

don’t skip the information session as it is a great opportunity to hear some of the questions that 

other students have and their answers. Make sure you have a list of your own questions and if 

they are not covered in the session or tour, be sure to ask them. You will regret not having that 

information later. 

The Tour – The tours are usually led by students which are a great time to ask more informal 

questions. This is the time to ask questions like, “Why did you choose this college?” “What was 

your best experience here?”  “What are your plans after graduation?” This is also a great time to 

ask about the best place to eat, live, do you need a car, where do most of the students hang out? 

Talk to Students – I always think the best thing to do is to go by yourself (or with your parents) 

to the Bookstore or Food Court area and talk to some random students. Ask what the love or 

don’t love about the school. This is where you get the best way to get an honest 

opinion….remember, it is someone’s opinion! Walk around the campus or even get lost for a 

little while and see what you think. 

After the Tour – Write down your impressions immediately while it is fresh in your mind. Think 

about the campus personality, diversity, size, and student interaction. How did you feel on that 

campus? Could you see yourself fitting in? 

Other Things to Consider – If you really liked the school, see if you can schedule an 

appointment with an admissions officer or alumni. If you are interested in a specialty (sports, 

music, etc.), see if you can meet with the coach or music director. Don’t let a quiet tour guide or 

weather be a determining factor of whether or not you like the school.  

 


